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Parhamemﬁry elections: CEC,

ieeting with parties

Various political parties insisted on deployment of paramilitary forces and installation of cameras

in po]hng booths. Requests were made for posting addmonal personnel at sensitive booths

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

head of the Parlia-
i mentary elections,

i Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Rajiv
Kumar and Election Com-
missioner (EC) Arun Goel
chaired a meeting with 10
political parties in Chennai
on Friday.

They also reviewed the
preparedness for general
elections to the Lok Sabha.
Chief Electoral Officer Sa-
tyabrata Sahoo was also
present.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter the meeting with the
CEC and EC, DMK’s R.S.
Bharathi said his party ob-

jected to what it called a-

new system in which the
vote cast on the ballot has
to go to the control unit on-
ly after it crossed the voter
verifiable paper audit trail
(VVPAT) unit.

“This is illegal,” he said.
If the vote cast goes direct-
ly to the: control unit, it
would help in transparen-
cy, Mr. Bharathi said and
contended: “To say that
the VVPAT would not be
open for access during the
counting process is creat-
ing doubts. The Election
Commission itself is ac-
cepting that there is a
.chance for 1%-2% error
with this.”

Arguing that there was a
“chance for tampering it”,
Mr. Bharathi said people
would have doubts as to

" whether there were any
“ulterior motwe” behind
this.

He said they did not get
satisfactory answers. .

Chief Election Comm1551oner Rapv Kumar and Election Commissioner Arun Goel holding a meeting
with political parties. Chief Electoral Officer Satyabrata Sahoo.is also seen. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

AIADMK’s D. Jayakumar
said that the State police
was “mostly acting in fa-
vour of the ruling party”.
Despite having flagged this
issue on several occasions,
there was “no use”, he
said, and further urged the
Election Commission to
deploy personnel of the
Central police and paramil-
itary forces for the election

. work.

Names of dead people
were still in the electoral
rolls, while names of sever-
al eligible people weie not
included, he charged, and
said that sensitive polling
booths should be identi-
fied and additional person-
nel should be deployed
there along with cameras

installed- in the -

boothsthem.

BJP’s Karate Thiagarajan
said that his party insisted
that cameras be are in-
stalled in all polling booths
and adequate paramilitary
personnel be deployed in
sensitive polling booths.
Star campaigners should
be given permission with-
out any delay, he said.

Congress’ K. Chandra-
mohan said that his party
favoured one-phase elec-

-personnel

DMK’s R.S. Bharathi
said his party
objected to what it
called a new system
in which the vote
cast on the ballot
has to go to the
control unit only
after it crossed the
voter verifiable
paper audit trail unit

~ tion in Tamil Nadu and that

transparency should be
maintained while conduct-
ing elections.

-He also said that basic
amenities ‘should be en-
sured in polling booths:.

Single-phase elections
DMDIK’s B. Parthasarathy
said his party insisted on

_ holding single-phase elec-,
tions and further recalled

that his party has been de-
manding the linking of
Aadhaar card with the EP-
IC card in all the constl-
tuencies.

He said paramilitary
should be
deployed.

CPI's Veerapandian re-
called the recent incidents

in Delhi and Chandigarh,
which he contended were
shocking and a dent on the
image of the Commission
and urged that such inci-
dents should not be al-
lowed.

He said permission
should not 'be granted for
using places of worship for
election campaigning.

His party supported
one-phase ° election, he
said.

CPI (M)’s Sampath and
Arumuga Nayinar repre-
sented their party in the

_ meeting.

They said that the Com-
mission should involve offi-
cials with integrity in elec-
tion-related work.

They also underlmed
the importance of transpa-
rency in the elections.

.Representatives from
Aam Aadmi Party and Ba-
hujan Samaj Party also
took part in the meeting
and expressed their opi-
nion. In the afternoon, Dis-
trict  Collectors/District
Election Officers, Return-
ing Officers and senior pol-
ice officers also participat-
ed in the meeting with
officials of the Commis-
sion.
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‘manipulation’ In vo

Chennai: Political parties in
Tamil Nadu, particularly
DMK and CPM on Friday
raised concerns about the ar-
rangement of electrenic vot-
ingmachines (EVMs)in the or-
der of ballot unit, voter verifia-
ble paper audit trail (VVPAT)
and then control unit.
“YVPAT can be tampered
with very easily” DMK orga-
nising secretary R S Bharathi
said, after ameeting with chief
election commissioner Rajiv
Kumar and election commis-
sioner Arun Goel in Chennai.
In a 15-page memorandum,
Bharathi urged the commis-
sion not to conduct elections
with present arrangement.
The manual of ECI, in present
M3 machines, arranges the
printer to be in the middle of
theballotunitand controlunit.
This paves way for output of
the VVPAT to flow to the con-
trol unit and it opens up a myr-

TN parties raise concerns, claim

R Ramesh Shankar

WiLL BE LOOKED INTO: (From
left) Chief election commissioner
Rajiv Kumar and election com-
missioner Arun Goel during the
review meeting, in Chennai on
Friday, of the preparedness for
upcoming Lok Sabha elections

jad of technical possibilities to
corrupt integrity of data that
is fed to control unit from bal-
loting unit, Bharathi said. He
said the commission had not
given any satisfactory re-
sponse so far to concerns
raised by DMK.

The commissioners are on

1g system

atwo-day visitto Chennaitore-
view the poll preparedness
with ten recognised state and
national parties.

In his representation, CPM
state secretary K Balakrish-
nan said introduction of
VVPAT has added a crucial
and unique vulnerability to
thesystemof EVM voting. Not-
ing there was strong discon-
tent and doubts against EVMSs,
CPIstatesecretary RMuthara-
san demanded that VVPAT
slips be given to all voters after
casting votes. The CPM, CP1
and DMDK demanded that

election must be single phase |

in Tamil Nadu.

Raising doubts about the
integrity of the state police,
ATIADMK's D Jayakumar de-
manded that the commission
deploy more Central forces for
security during elections.

BJP leader Karate Thiaga-
rajandemanded thatall booths
in the state should come under
CCTV surveillance.
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Parties don’t want

VVPATS between
EVMs, control unit

CHENNAL: Political parties in
the state raised a cause of
concern over the idea of
sandwiching Voter Verifiable
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT)
between Electronic Voting
Machine (EVM) and Control
Unit during the meeting with
Chief Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar on Friday here.

The CEC was here to hold series
of meetings with stakeholders on
election preparedness for the Lok
Sabha polls. The representatives
of the Dravidian major and other
political parties urged the CECto
deploy additional forces in sensi-
tive booths and sanitise the vot-
ers’ list to weed out duplicate en-
tries and ensure eligible voters
were not missed out.

Representatives of the DMK
and its allies, Left parties, flagged
the issue of placing VVPAT be-
tween the EVM and CU and ech-
oed that it would introduce vul-
nerapility and compromise the
biggest defense of the sacrosanct
nature of the EVM.

The Election Commission had,

admitted that placing VVPAT be-
tween EVM and CU would lead to 2
per cent error in voting, which

would account for around 40,000

votes in each Parliamentary con-
stituency. Using sequence would
create an opportunity for tamper-
ing with the system. The authori-
ties should refrain from such prac-
tice, said senior DMK leader and
former member of Rajya Sabha RS
Bharathi, who along with Rajya MP

- NR Elango, attended the meeting.

They have submitted a petition re-
garding the issue to the CEC.

‘Engage private firms
to fix GCTVS’

Senior AIADMK leader and for-
mer minister D Jayakumar em-
phasised on stepping up security
measures in sensitive booths
and ensuring the upkeep of the
footages of such booths. He also
urged the CEC to engage private
firms, which are politically neu-
tral, in election works such as
installing CCTVs in polling
booths and counting centres. He
also urged the CEC to guarantee
no eligible voter was left out and
double entries in the voters’ list
should be removed.

BJP  functionary  Karate

‘Thiagarajan said that CCTVs

should be installed in all the
booths and demanded paramili-
tary force in sensitive booths.
Elections should be conducted
peacefully without law and order
issue and the senior police of-
ficers, who were acting in favour
of the ruling party in the state
should be identified and advised
to ensure free and fair polls.

Representatives of the Left -
parties insisted that the se-
quence of the voting process for.
issues of VVPATs must be in the
order of Ballot Units-Control
Unit. and then the VVPAT re-
ceipt.

The EC should ensure “100 per
cent VVPAT receipts are to be
provided to all those who had
voted,” said CPM state Secretary
K Balakrishnan. R Muthurasan
of CPI said that there was a
strong discontent and doubts.
EVM votes should be verified by
counting VVPATS.

Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar with senior officials
during a consultation meeting to review the poli preparedaess for
the forthcoming Lok Sabha elections in Chiennai on Friday
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